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1. Encapsulated papillary carcinoma (EPC) is a rare, slow-growing 

form of breast cancer representing 0.5% to 2% of all breast cancer 

diagnoses, defined by cancer cells growing in finger-like projections 

inside a cyst-like duct enclosed by a thick fibrous capsule. 

2. Encapsulated papillary carcinoma (EPC) of the breast—also called 

intracystic papillary carcinoma—is a rare and slow-growing type of 

breast cancer that makes up about 0.5% to 2% of all breast cancer 

cases, grows inside a cyst-like space, and has a very high overall 

survival rate. 

3. Encapsulated papillary carcinoma (EPC) of the breast is a rare, 

highly indolent subtype of breast cancer accounting for 0.5% to 2% 

of diagnoses, characterized by a well-defined fibrous capsule, a lack 

of myoepithelial cells, and an exceptionally favorable prognosis. 

4. Encapsulated papillary carcinoma (EPC) of the breast is a rare and 

distinct type of low-grade tumor that accounts for about 0.5% to 2% 

of all breast cancers. It typically affects postmenopausal women 

between the ages of 55 and 67. 
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5. The prognosis for encapsulated papillary carcinoma (EPC) of the 

breast is excellent, with a very high survival rate and low risk of 

recurrence. 

6. The term encapsulated means to be enclosed within something or 

condensed down into a highly concentrated, essential form. 

7. Papillary carcinoma is a form of cancer named after its microscopic 

appearance, characterized by cells arranged in small, finger-like 

projections called papillae. While it can technically form in various 

organs, it is by far most famous and common as papillary thyroid 

carcinoma (PTC), the leading type of thyroid cancer. 
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