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Detailed Reviewer’s Report 

 

The manuscript addresses a relevant and significant area of research by 

examining the economic and socio-cultural dimensions of religious tourism 

and pilgrimage destinations in India. The comparative discussion of major 

destinations provides useful insights into issues such as employment 

generation, local entrepreneurship, infrastructure development, visitor 

management, and sustainability. The manuscript also brings together 

perspectives from tourism, economics, culture, and destination management, 

which gives it practical relevance. The extensive engagement with previous 

literature is a positive feature, and the policy-oriented discussion has the 

potential to make the study useful for tourism planners and destination 

managers. 

However, I recommend that the manuscript be considered after major 

revision. The main concern is the methodological rigor and clarity of the 

literature synthesis. Although the paper refers to a systematic review of a 

large body of studies, the process used to identify, screen, select, and analyse 

the literature needs to be explained much more clearly. The basis for 

selecting the destinations and studies should also be justified, and the 

distinction between evidence from previous studies and the authors' own 
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synthesis should be clarified. Some sections are repetitive and predominantly 

descriptive, while the research gap and the manuscript's specific original 

contribution need to be stated more explicitly. The extensive reference list 

also requires careful checking for consistency and relevance. Addressing 

these issues, tightening the language, and strengthening the analytical 

discussion would considerably improve the academic quality and credibility 

of the manuscript. Therefore, in its present form, I would recommend Accept 

after Major Revision. 

 


