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Detailed Reviewer’s Report 
 

This manuscript presents a valuable assessment of peanut quality and aflatoxin B1 contamination across 

three storage facility types in Niger, addressing an important food safety concern. The study's robust 

methodology, including AOAC-standard proximate analysis, HPLC quantification of AFB1, and 

appropriate statistical analyses (ANOVA, PCA, Pearson correlation), provides meaningful findings on 

storage conditions and mycotoxin risk. However, significant revisions are required. The abstract is 

duplicated (pages 1-2), and portions of the conclusion are repeated, indicating poor editorial oversight. 

The discussion would benefit from deeper engagement with the literature on Sahelian storage practices 

and climate influences on aflatoxin contamination. The authors should clarify the justification for 

selecting the 6-month storage period and provide more detail on the sampling strategy across the 16 

villages. Additionally, the references contain formatting inconsistencies and incomplete entries that 

require correction. The recommendations for improved storage infrastructure are appropriate but could be 

more specific regarding implementation feasibility for smallholder farmers. With substantial revisions 

addressing these structural, formatting, and contextual issues, this work will contribute meaningfully to 

food safety knowledge in West Africa. 
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