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Detailed Reviewer’s Report 
Strength of the study: 

• The prospective study design improves the reliability of the findings 
• A clear USG guided treatment protocol is well described 
• Clinical, microbiological and surgical outcomes are comprehensively evaluated 
• Appropriate statistical analysis supports the study findings 
• Ethical approval and informed consent are clearly documented 
• Results are presented with informative tables and figures 
• The study has practical value for pediatric surgical practice 

 
Weakness of the study: 

• The sample size is relatively small for broad conclusions 
• Being a single centre study limits generalizability 
• Follow up duration is limited to three months 
• Randomization was not performed due to the study design 
• Molecular diagnostic methods were not included 
• Some sections of the discussion are unnecessarily lengthy 
• Minor grammatical and formatting corrections are still required 

 
Reviewers Comments: 
This manuscript presents a well conducted prospective observational study evaluating a structured 
ultrasonography guided management protocol for pediatric empyema thoracis. The objectives are clearly 
defined, and the methodology is appropriate for the research question. The results are systematically 
presented with relevant statistical analysis and are supported by useful tables and figures. Ethical clearance 
from the Institutional Ethics Committee and informed consent from parents or guardians have been 
appropriately mentioned, which strengthens the ethical quality of the work. The manuscript is generally 
well written, although a few grammatical errors, repetitive statements, and formatting inconsistencies 
should be corrected to improve readability. The limitations, including the small sample size, single centre 
design, and short follow up period, have been acknowledged by the authors. Overall, the study provides 
clinically meaningful findings that may help guide management in similar healthcare settings. The 
manuscript is suitable for publication after minor revision. 
 
Previously Published anywhere/Plagiarism check: 
The manuscript appears to be an original prospective observational study, and there is no obvious indication 
of duplicate publication within the submitted version. No clear signs of plagiarism were noted during 
review. However, the journal should complete a standard plagiarism similarity check before publication to 
ensure originality and compliance with publication ethics. 
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