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Detailed Reviewer’s Report

The manuscript titled "Silver Economy in Kerala: Demographic Transition, Emerging Opportunities and
Policy Challenges" offers a highly timely and conceptually robust examination of the socio-economic
transformations triggered by population aging. The primary objective of the study is to evaluate the
advanced stage of demographic transition in Kerala and demonstrate how a shift from a traditional
welfare-centric model to an integrated "silver economy framework" can convert an aging population from
a structural burden into a strategic economic and social opportunity. The research highlights that Kerala
is India's frontrunner in this transition, with its elderly population (60 years and above) expected to
exceed 20% by 2026—a direct consequence of the state's historical successes in education, healthcare,
and demographic control.

The relevance of this study cannot be overstated. As regional life expectancy increases and birth rates
decline alongside shifting family structures and outward youth migration, Kerala is aging faster than any
other state in the country. A major strength of the manuscript lies in its refusal to treat aging purely as a
fiscal strain; instead, the author brilliantly frames longevity as a unique geostrategic advantage. The study
systematically explores the components of a modern senior-centric ecosystem, encompassing specialized
geriatric care, assistive technologies, elder-care services, and retirement communities. The narrative
structure is exceptionally cohesive, seamlessly bridging macroeconomic demographic projections with

practical public health, governance, and urban planning realities.
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Ultimately, this work makes a profound contribution to regional development economics and social

justice literature. It provides a valuable analytical blueprint for other Indian states that will inevitably

mirror Kerala's demographic trajectory over the coming decades, making it a stellar candidate for

publication in a high-impact journal specializing in population studies and public policy.

Suggestions for Improvement

While the manuscript presents an outstanding macro-level thesis, incorporating a few analytical

refinements and structural enhancements would further elevate its academic precision and empirical

grounding before final publication.

1.

Quantify the Demographics of the ""Feminisation of Aging': The manuscript rightly touches
upon changing demographic realities. The analysis would be significantly deepened by explicitly
highlighting the unique gender imbalance within Kerala’s aging population—specifically how
older women outnumber men, particularly in the 80+ cohort, and the subsequent economic
vulnerabilities, such as high rates of widowhood and lack of independent financial security, that
female dependents face.

Incorporate the "Aging in Place™ vs. Institutionalization Dilemma: While the article
advocates for senior living ecosystems, it would benefit from a dedicated subsection contrasting
the rapid mushrooming of commercial assisted-living facilities with the socio-cultural preference
for "aging in place". Exploring how decentralized, home-based care networks can be scaled using
technology or community programs would provide a more holistic policy view.

Elaborate on Specific State Policy Instruments: To anchor the theoretical "silver economy"
model in current administrative actions, the author should briefly mention recent or upcoming
state-level initiatives, such as the proposed Vayojana Web Portal or single-window tracking
systems for welfare schemes like Sayamprabha Homes.

Address the Workforce Shortage in Caregiver Training: The expanding silver economy relies
heavily on skilled labor. The manuscript should spend a paragraph analyzing the bottleneck of
caregiver availability and evaluate the role of localized institutions—such as the training
programs initiated by Kerala's Kudumbashree Mission—in building a compassionate,
standardized workforce.

Differentiate Across Socio-Economic Strata: The narrative occasionally treats the elderly as a
monolithic consumer block. To maximize analytical rigor, the text should briefly delineate how
the opportunities of a premium silver economy (e.g., high-end retirement villages or specialized
wellness tourism) differ from the acute social security needs of marginalized or rural elderly

populations.



ISSN(O): 2320-5407 | ISSN(P): 3107-4928

International Journal of Advanced Research
Publisher’s Name: Jana Publication and Research LLP

www.journalijar.com

REVIEWER’S REPORT

6. Incorporate a Comprehensive Conceptual Table: To enhance scannability, the author should
integrate a synthesis table summarizing the core shifts from a fragmented "Welfare Model"” to an
"Integrated Aging Ecosystem". This table can contrast sectors like Healthcare, Infrastructure,
Technology, and Social Security to map policy challenges against emerging market opportunities
at a single glance.

Recommendation

Recommendation: Accept with Minor Revisions

Justification

The manuscript offers a highly sophisticated, original, and incredibly timely analysis of Kerala’s
demographic transition through the innovative prism of the silver economy. The methodology is sound,
the policy recommendations are pragmatic, and the socio-economic reasoning is well-aligned with
contemporary public health data. The suggested revisions are minor and designed to enrich the text by
adding specific demographic nuances (such as the feminisation of aging), mentioning current state
frameworks, addressing human resource bottlenecks, and presenting a scannable synthesis table. These
additions can be seamlessly executed and will elevate the manuscript to its full potential as a landmark

paper on regional demographic policy.



