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Detailed Reviewer’s Report

This manuscript compiles water footprint data for various commaodities (crops, animal products, energy,
textiles, construction materials) with an emphasis on Indian cities. While the topic is important, the paper
requires major revisions. First, the work is presented as a “meta-analysis” but lacks systematic search
strategy, inclusion/exclusion criteria, quality assessment of source studies, and quantitative synthesis
(e.g., pooled effect sizes, heterogeneity statistics). It is better described as a narrative literature review
with data compilation. Second, the manuscript is poorly organized: repeated chapter headings (e.g.,
“CHAPTER-1: INTRODUCTION” appears twice), incomplete tables (Table 3 spans 10 pages with
formatting errors), and many figures are missing or poorly referenced. Third, the research objectives are
vague; the paper does not clearly test specific hypotheses or provide actionable city-level planning tools.
Fourth, the “result” chapter presents multiple comparisons (t-tests, Mann-Whitney) but lacks justification
for chosen tests and does not address multiple testing or effect sizes. Fifth, the discussion does not
synthesize findings into a coherent framework for urban water footprint assessment. The authors must
restructure the paper, clarify the methodology (systematic review vs. meta-analysis), complete all
tables/figures, and focus on deriving practical recommendations for Indian cities. A major revision is
required.



