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Detailed Reviewer’s Report

This manuscript provides a broad synthesis of donkey breeding, covering origins, systems, roles, and
health, which is a relevant and timely topic. However, the decision is a **major revision** due to several
critical issues. Firstly, the structure is disjointed; for example, the significant discussion on the socio-
economic roles of donkeys is presented *before* the core sections on health, genetics, and conservation,
which disrupts the logical flow. The section on genetic diversity is particularly superficial, relying on just
one or two studies for major conclusions, and fails to adequately address *in situ* and *ex situ*
conservation strategies. Furthermore, the "Impacts of diseases on performance" section is notably
underdeveloped, offering general statements without the specific data or case studies promised in the
introduction. The manuscript also relies on some dated references (e.g., Coulomb & Tache, 1980) for key
claims, and overlooks recent critical literature, particularly on the genetic structure of West African
donkeys and the epidemiology of emerging diseases. The conclusion is overly simplistic and does not
synthesize the complex interplay between the ethical, sanitary, and legislative challenges outlined. The
presence of typographical errors ("appartion,” "sembledonner") and duplicated text also detracts from the
quality. A major revision is required to reorganize the structure, deepen the analysis of genetic diversity
and disease impact, update the bibliography, and refine the conclusion.



