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Detailed Reviewer’s Report 

Overall Evaluation 

The The manuscript titled “Identity Crisis in Postcolonial Literature: A Critical Analysis of Cultural 

Hybridity and Colonial Influence” explores the relationship between colonial influence, cultural 

hybridity, and identity formation in postcolonial literary discourse. Drawing primarily on the theoretical 

contributions of Homi K. Bhabha, Edward Said, Frantz Fanon, Stuart Hall, and other postcolonial 

scholars, the study seeks to examine how colonialism disrupts identity and how postcolonial literature 

represents processes of fragmentation, negotiation, resistance, and reconstruction. The analysis focuses 

on three canonical texts: Things Fall Apart, Midnight’s Children, and Wide Sargasso Sea.  

The topic is highly relevant within postcolonial literary studies. Questions of identity, cultural hybridity, 

alienation, and resistance remain central to postcolonial scholarship, and the manuscript appropriately 

identifies these themes as key concerns in understanding the continuing legacy of colonialism. The paper 
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Rating  Excel. Good Fair Poor 

Originality  ✔   

Techn. Quality  ✔   

Clarity  ✔   

Significance ✔    

 



              
 

                                                            ISSN(O): 3108-284X 
 

     Jana Nexus: Journal of Humanities and Social Thought 
                      Publisher’s Name: Jana Publication and Research LLP 

https://www.jananexushst.com 
   

 

REVIEWER’S REPORT 
 

 

 

demonstrates familiarity with major theoretical debates and successfully situates its discussion within 

established postcolonial frameworks.  

One of the manuscript’s principal strengths is its clear theoretical grounding. The discussion draws upon 

influential concepts such as Orientalism, hybridity, mimicry, ambivalence, diaspora, and the “third 

space,” providing readers with a broad overview of major postcolonial perspectives. The attempt to 

integrate theoretical discussion with textual examples from African, South Asian, and Caribbean literary 

contexts is commendable and reflects an effort to adopt a comparative approach.  

The paper is also generally well organized. The progression from theoretical foundations to methodology, 

results, textual analysis, discussion, and conclusion follows a recognizable academic structure. The 

selected literary texts are appropriate for the research objective and provide useful examples through 

which questions of identity and cultural negotiation can be explored.  

However, despite the relevance of the topic and the broad engagement with postcolonial theory, the 

manuscript remains largely descriptive and introductory in nature. Much of the discussion summarizes 

existing theoretical positions rather than developing an original analytical argument. The textual analysis 

sections are relatively brief and often reiterate well-established interpretations without offering deeper 

critical engagement. Furthermore, several methodological, theoretical, and referencing issues require 

attention before publication. 

Overall, the manuscript addresses an important subject and demonstrates familiarity with foundational 

postcolonial scholarship. With substantial refinement and stronger analytical depth, it could make a 

useful contribution to discussions on identity formation in postcolonial literature. 

Strengths of the Paper 

A major strength of the manuscript is its engagement with foundational postcolonial theorists. The paper 

successfully introduces and discusses key concepts associated with Edward Said, Frantz Fanon, Homi K. 

Bhabha, Stuart Hall, Gayatri Spivak, and others. This provides readers with a solid theoretical 

background and situates the discussion within recognized scholarly traditions.  

The comparative nature of the study is another positive aspect. By examining Things Fall Apart, 

Midnight’s Children, and Wide Sargasso Sea, the manuscript brings together African, South Asian, and 

Caribbean literary contexts. This broad geographical scope allows the study to illustrate how identity 
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crises emerge across different colonial experiences while also highlighting certain common postcolonial 

themes.  

The discussion of cultural hybridity is one of the stronger sections of the manuscript. The paper 

effectively explains Bhabha’s concept of the “third space” and demonstrates its relevance to postcolonial 

identity formation. The argument that identity should be viewed as dynamic rather than fixed is 

consistently developed throughout the study.  

The manuscript also benefits from a clear organizational structure. The separation between theoretical 

discussion, methodology, textual analysis, and conclusion helps readers follow the progression of the 

argument. The inclusion of a dedicated methodology section is particularly useful in clarifying the 

study’s qualitative and interpretive orientation.  

Another commendable aspect is the paper’s recognition that identity crisis operates not only at the 

individual level but also at collective, national, and cultural levels. This broader perspective strengthens 

the relevance of the discussion beyond literary interpretation alone.  

Areas for Improvement 

While the manuscript demonstrates familiarity with major postcolonial theories, its primary limitation lies 

in the lack of analytical originality. Much of the paper summarizes well-established arguments from 

postcolonial scholarship rather than advancing a distinct interpretive contribution. Large portions of the 

literature review and results sections read more like a textbook overview of postcolonial theory than a 

focused research article.  

The textual analysis sections would benefit from significantly deeper engagement with the primary texts. 

For example, the discussions of Things Fall Apart, Midnight’s Children, and Wide Sargasso Sea remain 

relatively brief and largely descriptive. The manuscript frequently states that identity is fragmented, 

hybrid, or unstable but provides limited close reading of specific passages, narrative techniques, symbols, 

or character developments that would substantiate these claims.  

There is also considerable overlap and repetition throughout the manuscript. Similar explanations of 

hybridity, identity fragmentation, colonial influence, and cultural negotiation appear repeatedly across the 

introduction, literature review, results, discussion, and conclusion sections. A more concise presentation 

would improve readability and strengthen the overall argument. 
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The methodology section requires further refinement. Although the paper identifies qualitative textual 

analysis as its methodological approach, the analytical procedure remains somewhat general. The 

manuscript would benefit from clearer explanation regarding: 

 how textual evidence was selected,  

 how theoretical concepts were operationalized,  

 and how comparisons between the three literary works were systematically conducted.  

The literature review is extensive but not always sufficiently critical. The manuscript frequently presents 

theoretical positions without discussing tensions, disagreements, or debates among scholars. For instance, 

critiques of hybridity are mentioned briefly, but they are not fully integrated into the analytical 

discussion.  

Several citation and referencing issues also require attention. A number of sources appear inaccurately 

dated or cited. For example, Stuart Hall’s essay Cultural Identity and Diaspora is listed as a 2015 source 

despite being originally published much earlier. Similarly, some references appear to cite recent editions 

rather than original publication dates without clear distinction. Greater consistency in referencing practice 

would improve academic precision.  

The paper would also benefit from engagement with more recent scholarship. While foundational 

theorists are appropriately discussed, contemporary developments in postcolonial studies, decolonial 

theory, transnational identity studies, and globalization debates receive relatively limited attention. This 

somewhat restricts the manuscript’s engagement with current academic discussions. 

Certain factual inaccuracies and inconsistencies should also be corrected. For example, Midnight’s 

Children is referred to as a “short story” in the methodology section, although it is a novel. Such issues, 

while minor, affect scholarly precision and should be addressed. 

The language of the manuscript would benefit from careful editing. Numerous grammatical 

inconsistencies, punctuation problems, missing spaces, merged words, and stylistic irregularities appear 

throughout the text. Examples include expressions such as “Scolonialism,” “ArifDirlik,” 

“GayatriChakravortySpivak,” and several instances of missing spaces after punctuation.  

Finally, the conclusion effectively summarizes the main findings but could do more to highlight the 

study’s original contribution to postcolonial literary scholarship. At present, it primarily restates 
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arguments developed earlier in the paper rather than offering new insights or future directions for 

research.  

Final Recommendation 

Accept with Minor Revisions 

The manuscript addresses a significant and enduring topic within postcolonial literary studies and 

demonstrates substantial familiarity with foundational theoretical frameworks. Its comparative approach, 

engagement with major literary texts, and emphasis on identity formation, hybridity, and colonial 

influence make it relevant to scholars and students of postcolonial literature. 

While the paper would benefit from stronger analytical depth, greater originality, more sustained textual 

engagement, improved methodological clarity, and careful editorial revision, these concerns are 

addressable through revision and do not fundamentally undermine the value of the study. 

With revisions aimed at strengthening the critical analysis and improving scholarly presentation, the 

manuscript would be suitable for publication. 

 


